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What is an eBook?

eBooks are an electronic
version of published book

Download eBooks with 
Adobe Reader
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eBooks can be read on a 
computer screen, laptop, 
eBook readers, or palm 
pilots and organizers 



Two ways to read eBook
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On computer screen On reader device



Why use eBooks?

� Portable library: carry up to 10,000 books

� Large type options

� Eco friendly: save paper, delete when done

4

� Annotate and bookmark books

� Have one eBook on multiple devices (Kindle)

� Easy access to free books

� Search within books and online



What you need to read eBooks

� Windows or Mac computer (except Kindle)

� Internet access

� Adobe  Digital Editions free software 
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� Reader device (for portable eBook)  with USB plug

� Library card (for catalog eBooks)

� Credit card or PayPal (to buy eBooks)

� Ability to download and copy a file



Download Reader software

If you bought a Sony Reader, Nook, iPad
� Install Adobe Digital Editions software on your 

computer before you download eBooks. 
http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/
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� Create free Adobe ID to log in, download



Library Catalog vs. Internet eBooks

Download Library

Time Borrow book until   
due date, then expires
Availability Some titles 

Download Internet

Time No expiration date 

Availability Always 
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Availability Some titles 
always available, others
place hold and wait list

Selection: 500 titles +

Cost: Free w/ library card

Availability Always 
available, free or pay

Selection : Many titles

Cost : $4.99+ per title



Library Catalog vs. Internet eBooks

Download Library

Device Need EPUB reader
like Sony or B&N Nook

File

Download Internet

Device Your choice
Note EPUB or pdf format

File Free eBooks can 
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File Has DRM rights
Can’t share or transfer

File Free eBooks can 
share—purchased files, 
depends on seller



Sony Reader Touch

� Carry up to 1,200 books (2GB)

� 6” touch screen  (black & white)

� Supports EPUB and pdf file formats
Download from Library and internet
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Download from Library and internet

� Up to 2 weeks on battery charge

� No access to internet from Reader

� Plug into computer to download book
� Cost: $229.99 SRP 



Apple iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch

� Color touch screen
� Download free iBooks app

� iTunes Store account required 
to use  iBookstore
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to use  iBookstore
� Supports EPUB and pdf file formats
� Download Overdrive Media console

app for 1-click download of library
catalog titles available
at ListenNJNW      



Kobo Reader

� Black and white screen with toggle

� Supports EPUB and pdf file formats
Download from Library and internet
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� No access to internet from Reader

� Plug into computer to download book

� Retail around $120

� Preloaded with 100 classic novels



Barnes & Noble Nook Color

� Up to 6000 books (8GB)

� 7” color touch screen

� Supports EPUB and pdf file formats
Download from Library and internet
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Download from Library and internet

� Has WiFi
for purchasing eBooks

� Battery: 10 days , 3hrs recharge

� Cost: $249



Nook: Touch for Home Menu

LIBRARY – Touch to access books

SHOP– Buy B&N bookstore

EXTRAS - Music, games, LEND ME feature
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Nook: 3G and Wireless connect

SETTINGS– in Menu to access wireless 
Turn on Wireless

Wireless only works if you have access
To a wireless network, EG. Barnes & Noble store 
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Bookshelf & Book Menu on nook
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Book Chapters and Text Size 
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How to search in a book

Touch screen in middle of a book 
page

Search box and alpha keyboard 
appears
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appears



Amazon Kindle Layout

Separate Home and Menu 
buttons on right

Next page/back side buttons

Toggle to line scroll & select
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Toggle to line scroll & select

Keyboard for notes and 
Search for info in the books 
and on the web



Intro to Amazon Kindle

Up to 3500 books (3 GB)     

6” screen: toggle switch,
keyboard and buttons

Proprietary file format: native pdf
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Proprietary file format: native pdf
Wireless 3G network to download 
books, search web or use USB

Battery 1 wk or 2 wks wireless off 

Cost: $139 no wifi -189 with wifi



Amazon Kindle Layout

Separate Home and Menu 
buttons on right

Next page/back side buttons

Toggle to line scroll & select
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Toggle to line scroll & select

Keyboard for notes and 
Search for info in the books 
and on the web



Kindle special features: word search

While reading a book, 
search for instances of a 
word or phrase within

Go to Menu, toggle and 
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Go to Menu, toggle and 
click Search this Book

EXAMPLE: Search for 
word Indian in book on 
Abraham Lincoln



Kindle: search in book for a word

22

Search for word Indian found 5 
examples and text locations



Special feature: search the web
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Kindle has wireless technology: works where 
wi fi available. Allows 1 click instant book downloads



Special feature: word definitions

While reading, obtain the 
definition of an unfamiliar 
word by toggling to the left 
of that word
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EXAMPLE: definition for 
transgression appears at 
screen bottom from 
American Oxford Dictionary



Special feature: text to speech

In book, switch from text to 
text & speech (audio) by 
holding down the text size 
Aa and SYM buttons
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One robot voice available 
now. Feature is beta test

Works on all speech 
enabled eBooks



How to download eBooks

Next, go to RT Library online pdf presentations 

How to download eBooks from library catalog
http://www.rtlibrary.org/catalogdownload.pdf

How to download eBooks from the internet
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How to download eBooks from the internet
http://www.rtlibrary.org/freedownload.pdf

Two-page handout: how to download (pdf)
http://www/rtlibrary.org/ebookdownloading.pdf


