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Intro to eBook Readers  @ Rockaway Township Library 2011 
 
One-stop resource for eBooks info: http://www.rtlibrary.org/ebooks.html 
 
What is an eBook? An electronic version of a published book you download using 
a program - Adobe Reader. Book read on a computer or portable reader dev ice 
 

Why read eBooks? 

� Portable library: carry 350-10,000 books 

� Large type options and some have speech-to-text 

� Eco friendly: save paper, space and  delete when done 

� Annotate and bookmark books 

� Search for definitions or more information while reading 

 
What do I need to read eBooks? 

� Windows or Mac computer 

� Internet access 

� For portable eBooks: reader device with USB plug 

� For Reader/Nook device: install Adobe Digital Editions software before you 

download eBooks.       http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions  

� Library card (for catalog eBooks) 

� Credit card or PayPal (to buy eBooks) 

� Ability to download and copy a file 

 
Differences between downloading eBooks from Library vs. Internet site 
 
1) The Library Catalog  eBOOK 
 
Cost is Free with valid library card  

Access through regular MAIN catalog http://catalog.mainlib.org/  

              ListenNJNW  or Overdrive is the vendor for audiobooks and eBooks 

Time Borrow book until due date (10-21 days which you choose) then expires  

Availability Some titles always available, others place hold and wait list 

Selection 500+ titles as of 2011 can borrow or hold up to 5 titles at a time 

Overdrive Advantage Titles extra eBook copies for RT Library patrons only 
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Device Need EPUB format reader  

Overdrive current list of eReader and mobile devices that work with catalog 

Includes iPad, iPod Touch, iPhone, Android, nook, Sony Reader, Kobo, Blackberry 

http://overdrive.com/resources/drc/Default.aspx?type=ebook 

KINDLE DOES NOT WORK with EPUB and LIBRARY eBOOK FORMAT 

File Has Digital Rights Mgmt encryption—File Expires and can’t renew 

You must delete expired file from your computer and device to remove it 

Can return a library eBook early  

Can’t share or transfer a book 

 
eBooks downloaded from Internet 
 
Cost $5.00+ avg. per title for new book   

But Monthly free eBooks on retail sites and  

Public domain titles (before 1923) are  free 

Time   No expiration date  

Availability Always available, free or pay      

Selection: Many titles  

Device Your choice Note EPUB or pdf format—Kindle has proprietary tech files 

Ease of  Downloading—Often one click purchase 

File Free EPUB eBooks you can often copy & share— 

        purchased files, depends on seller: B&N allows limited time-dated sharing 

 

Differences between eBook Readers (prices vary often) 

1) Internet access: when USB plugged in only, wi fi, 3G 

2) Screen: color vs. black & white, touch vs. toggle buttons, screen size 

3) Memory: from 350 books up to add-on capacity to hold 10,000 books 

4) eBook format—Most use EPUB format  Kindle has custom azw format 

5) Special features – Speech to text, search in text, definitions 

6) Storage for ebooks- Kindle stores on Amazon account, others you are back-up 

http://www.rtlibrary.org/ereader2011comparisonchart.pdf 


