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ts Dedication yzslerdap Atracts a great Multitude ¢
the Dew €difice. | |

teresting Dedicatory Services

o, Gudson foagland Represented by fle. W. B. Putney, of New
i Dork, who Sormally Turms Ouver the Chureh Properip to

f*Even unto martyrdom will I serve the
wing Gon I” said Palyearp, christian biskop
f Smyrna, as the torch was applied to the
jeots plied around the stake to which hie was
- TILELN And 20 he suffered for & principle
the belle! in aud adoration of the God-
ad—a principle to which he devoted his life.
[This occurred more than cen-

Trustee Edwin I Rogs, Who, in tarn, Presents it to the
Torporation. and Trusters of the Sivst Presbaterian Thureh of
Dover, Dr. Isaial) AV, Condict Receiving the Deed and Keps—
Dadicatory Germon by the Wev, D, James 1. Lodlow—Ad-
dresses by Other. Pastors, Orgon Recitols and Singing Add
to the Interest of the Occasion

Erastianism, or other, The plain teachings
of the Bible guided their belief,

As they gave their bodies to the hands of
the executioner at the Grassmarket, In like
wise did they devote their property to His
service. In Bcotland “The Bolemn Lessue
and Covenant” prevailed with these stern

frles ago. Bayond his short “Epistle to the
lipplans” this seerns to be the only accred-
one of his ‘eayings extant. But all
frough thess aévent_,een centuriea the spleit
Rich actuated this declaration has been rife.
hrough t}m mediceval ages, and up to but
Rlojdore than two centuries ago, this spirit
poriod itaelf and bore the persecution of
loquy and the stake, In the moss-hags of
tland, in the dyked flatlanda of Holland,
o strong aplrit of balief i}.l Gop-a true be-
in His Word as oontginad in the Berip-
es, without ellmination or distortion
fough stratned “interpretation
e starn epirits who degplsed ths teachings
he ““Babylonish woman" and would not
with any of the modified forms of “'grant
cs,” whether in. the gulee of Arminfanism,

Sominated

hustasts, and as & d was the mothor

of American Presbyterianism, the spirit of | ¥

the creed has descended to the child: Hap-
plly in these later days the patience of the
body has not been 20 sorvely tried as that ol
the spirit, And now, instead of worshipplog
in the hills of Beotland—those wild conven-
ticles sentried to guard against the approach
of the flerce James Grakame of Claverhouse
(the ‘“*bluidy Claver'se™) and his coadjutors
—they worship in peace, and safety, and
comfort, though still devoting their parsons
and the Scriptural portion of their worldly
goods to the praise and in the service of their
Divine Master. In the words of quaint
Richard Baxter, he who gave to the world
V' The Sainte’ Everlasting Rest <"

.“The strong sre made to belp the weak,
and those that see must direot the blind.

God looketh for this faithfu! improvement of
your parts and gifts.”

Ta these Iater days many devotional offer-
{ogs have taken the form ot memorial edifices
which, while serving certain devotional
needs of the congregations, a'so serve as
tributes to thrse who had sver held strong in
the faith and had * fought the good fight ”
Therefore many memorial church edifices
bave been built, and among the latest is the
First Presbyterian Memorial Church of
Dover, which was yesterday consecrated to
the service of God and dedicated to the mem-
ory of Martha D. Bigelow, wife of the Hoo.
Hudson Hoagland, the munificent giver of
the stately edifice in which'the congregation
of the First Presbyterian Cburch will bence-
fortl: worship.

To publish in a single izsue of the Era 8
tull and tedl

t of the 'y
services, with verbatim reports of the very
interesting addressea made both morning and
afternoon, would leave no room for other
matters of mors or less Interest, and would,
moreover, be a task quite beyond the re-
sources of even g0 well equipped au office as
the ERa's, hence thia paper must content
itaelt with glving as good a report as poaible
of the more jmportant proceedings, which
ook place fn the morning, and & summwary
only of the afternoon’s exercises.

The time set down for the prefatory organ
recital was 11 o'clock. The church wasal-
ready well filled before that bhour and
crowded when the organ, under the skillful
manipulation of Henry Hall Duncklee, of
Newark, began to give forth its grand notes.
Betare this, it should be stated, the chimes
had been rung by William Otto as a first
relimioary to the dedicatory i
proper. The selections which made up the
organ recital were a, Hosanoa ; b, Andente;
¢, Bonata, in D minor. These selections were
peculiarly appropriate for showlng the scope
and power of the instrument when In the
bands of a talented organist,

‘Upon the conclusion of the organ recital
the dedicatury exercises opened with the
singing of the doxology--and it was suog
with aplrit and understanding.

The Rev, Dr. Halloway next gave utter-
ance to the following fnvocation :

Invooatton,

Glory be to the Father and to the son and
to the Holy Ghost. As it waa in the begin-
ning Is now aud every more will be.

Oh, God, Thou in the beginning didst create
tho heaven and the earth, and, when they
were flnished, Thou didst prononnce them

and 50 in the beglaning, Oh Gog, of our
woyhip in this house, we beseech Thee that

Thou wilt look upon us and give us Thy
blessing.

Jehovah of hosts, tosll thegifts which Thou
bast vouchsafed to Thy servants up to this
hour, add now, we beseech Thee, this also ¢
the promise of Thy blessing, from this time
tenceforth and forever to Thy servants as
they gather here.

Fill this house with tha glory of God and
with the power of the Holy Ghost and estab
lish Thou the work of our hands—yea, the
work of our hands establish Thou it.

The congregation here joined the partor in
repeating the Lord’s Prayer, and an anthem,
¢ Jubilate Deo™ in A, sung by the choir, fol-
lowed.

The reading of the Scripture lesson by the
Rev. Dr. E. W, Stoddard, of Succasuuna,
camenext. Dr, Stoddard read Paalms 122 and
121 and I Kings 1X: 1 to 16, in the order
here given.

Next on the programme was a salo, ' Re-
cessional,” sung by Hobart S8mock with fine
cifeot. .

This was followed. by a sericg of three ad-
dresses which are bere given entire. The
first was by W. B Patney, of New York,
who was present as the personal representa-
tive of Mr. Hoagland, who hns uot yet en
tirely recovered from a recent attack of
preumonia and so was unable to be present
in person. Mr. Putney spoke as follows:

Address by W. B. Patney, Represent~
1aug Mr, Hoagland.

To the corperation and the trustess of the
Firgt Presbyterian Church of Dover, New
;‘T(ersey, and the membera of ths congrega-

on.

I deem it a glad aud pleasant duty to be
called upon on this occasion to represent Mr.
Hoagland,

In performivg thet simple duty it will be
fitting that I refer tosome of the leading
features of the inception of the plan to build
this edifice, and of the steps taken in the
course of the work.

T believe it was about two years ago that
the idea of this building nccurred to Mr.
Hoagland, He was born in this town. He
spent his early years here, and, although
be bad been a resident of an adjoining State
for upwards of forty years, he had spent
some time, at seasons, here and had a general
knowledge of the people, of the i

essary to complete the plan. It was in his
mind that this building, when erected, was
to be held by euch a tenure that by no mis-
fortune, no untoward occurrence, could the
church property ever be taken away from the
use of the church, and so acting under advice
to carry out that purposs, the plan was made
that the property should be conveyed with
such restrictions that it could never be incam
bered or becomesubject to any len, or liable
for any debts,

Ot courss, when that plan was adopted, it

. was necessaty to present the wbole question

to the governing body of the corporation,
and you, gentlemen, will remember that it
was presented to you in April of 1800, Alter
due consideration the corporation accspted
that plan and agreed to accept the gift with
those provisions, and certain other provisions
which should insure tbe qulet and proper
conditfon of the surrounding church property.
cooslstent with the use to which it wast~ be
devoted—I mean with respect to the other
property of the church about it. That bav-
ing Liesn done and the church having joined
in the plan to carry out this purposs, by res-
olution. which appears on your records, it
hecame necessary to see how the practical
work of construction was to be carried on.

Mr. Hoagland is a gentleman of whom it
may fairly ba sald that he has passed into
such years that we may call him aged—he
bas to some extent retired from the active
business of life. It was pecersary to have
some one with vigor and strength, someone
in whom ha bad confidence, to co operate, to
take the burden of the work and carry it on
50 that tbe plans might be perfectly accom-
plished. And so thres gentlemen were
chos«n for that purpose--Mr. George Rich-
ards, Mr. Edwia J, Ross and Mr  Frederick
H. Beach, Thesa gentlemen having will-
ingly entered into this work, belng willing
to devote their time and labor to carryit
out, recelved from Mr. Hoaglang the deed of
trust conveying ta them the title to the land
on which the bullding stands and providing
snd coveoanting to furnish them with the
funds necessary to build the structure ac
cording to the plans and specifications
which had been adopted, and they on their
part, undertaking, when that work had besn
completed, to convey it over to this corpora-
tion. That was done, that deed was made in
April, 1849, and the trustess i diately

pause during which the speaker stood with
bowed head.]

The deed of trust provided for sppolnting
some one to fll the vacant place and it seemed
best to the two remaining trustees to appoint
Mr. Hoagland, and he has occuped that posi-
tion until now. And 8o the work has gone
on, until now these trustees have approached
a time when they can ask you to judge of
their work. The day has come when the
cowpletenesy of their werk speaks for the
way 1o which tbey have performed their
duty. To use a scriptural phrase, I think
you will a1l agres with e in saying that
they have proved themselves workmen who
need not be ashamed.

My duty, a5 representing Mr. Hoagland,
would seem to end bere, by merely calling
upon these trustees to perform their last act,
and I ghall so considerit. But, for a moment,
1 beg to say a few words furtber:

The question has come to my mind, as this
project has unfolded itself : What consid-
eratfons fed Mr, Hoagland to enter upon thia
plan and to erect this building, which is com-
wmonly called a church 7 I should like the
good old-fashioned name that I heard in New
Epgland, and wbich prevails thers yet in
places, ‘‘meeling house,” the place where
those who bind themselves together in re-
Higlous ties meet; meet on certaln occa-
sfons to lsten to the word of God;
meet to plan how they shall benefit
the community about them, and work
like a chrystalized organized force. That
is & good name for such a place, We
follow the fashion of the times in uwsing the
vord ‘‘ church” to designate both the build-
ing and the amscciation, the corporation.
Why did Mr. Hoagland conclude to build a
churcb? I understand that he is - ot & mem-
ber of this church and never has been.
* Well, you will say to me, very properly,
*‘ that tablet on the front of this building on
which is ingcribed the words, ‘This edifice is
erected to the memory of my beloved wife,
Martha G Hosgland,’ gives the first sug-
gestion of the reason.” Then sgaln you re-
member that bisaged mother was one of the
first wembers, I think, of this corporation,
one of the charter inembers, and here you
behold the beautiful memorial to ber in this
window (tndicating Hoagland memorlal
window). These two memorifals express the
finest feelings, the tenderest sentiments and
the loving, enduriog affectivn of the human
beart. But, I think thers was a further
reason. I think that back of sll tals, that
which led Mr. Hoagland to choose this form
of a memorial rather than auy other, was
this: monumental marble may endure as
long 68 this, it may presontn pictwre beauti-
ful to the eye, but it ig cold and speechless;
it moves no bumau heart, That would not
carry out the heart purposeof Mr. Hosgland
in the erection of this edifice, No, the we-
morial that he wanted to construct he wished
to be the cover, the home of n living spirit
that would permeate the community and do
great things to elevate mankind and bepeflt
mankind; and it is signiflcant that with that
object in view be should recognize that this
veligious body, this corporation, was the
highest and the most powerful instrumenta
tion to work out such a beneficient result to
the community, an enduring, continuing,
growing result that should carry the memory
of those whose memories he wished to perpetu
ate alopg with bepefits to mankind, That
seems to me to bave been reason enough to
induce a man like Mr. Hoagland to make the
choice he did. A man of kindest fesling, re-
tiring, doing his deeds of charity i silence,
shunning rather than seshking observation,
yet the deep purpose of his heart is seen in
this gift.

Now, was he right in thinking that through
the {nstrumentality of this church, this relig-
ious body, grea‘er results for the beneflt of
the community could be worked out than in
any other way ¢ We all say, he was right.
But let us reflect for a moment to appreciate
the effect more deeply. What was the con-
dition of mankind prior to the begioning of
the work set on foot by the Master, prior to
the existence of the Christian church? 1
recall the remark made by Napoleon in
BEgypt in 1799 at the time of the invasion of
that country, when hesaid, looking upon the
pyramids which had been the mystery and
wonder of Lie world, “T'wenty ceuturies look
down upon us from those summits” But
what was there in all those centuries in the
bistory of the humanraco? Was there nny
moral government, any recognition of God,
and of the relations of man to Godand to one
another ! Was there any crinmeon principle
that made men work for a true acd noble
thing# Notso. Every one pursued his own
ambition for his own gratification, and the
state of the moral world was such 88 wmight
fitly be called chaotic, Then came the new
life, which was slow in making its way. It
went on for a long time and those great
bedies which we call churches begau to grow
and get their strength ; but even they, in the
beginning, and down to a late day, had got,
1 may say, only a partisl avd narrow under-
standing of the truth which we think event
ually will be recogunized as having been dis-
closed to the world by the life and character
of Jesus Christ. They differed, in thelr own
views, and their controversies I cannot but
regard as obstacles to the growth of the
power of the church. That was true bafore
the reformation and true even when our fore-
fathers landed on the sterile shores of New
England in pursult of the possibilities of
serving God according to thedictates of their
own hearts. They had many views which we
now think were wrong; they were narrow
and bigoted, and even cruel, sometimes, al-
though sincere and earnest in their worship
of God. But the light has broadened {n the
last century, the growth of the church, thé
broader expaunsion of the church, has in a
measure, been increased. The principle is
that the fundamental law which is at the
beart of the valuable work of the church,
that law which Mark Hopkius designated as
the law of love, that law has broadened the
church and enables it now to reach humanity
and bring it within the influence of its own
life.

So that the judgment of Mr. Hoagland that
the church was the instrumentality through
which be could do the greatest good, the
most enduring good, was the judgment of a
right bearted and a wise minded man.

And now 1 have really said all that I
wanted, 50 it only remains for me as the
representative of Mr, Hosgland tocall onthe
trustees to discharge their final duty, the
tarning over of the title of this property and
the keys of this house to the representatives
of the corporate body, so that the church
saclety may be fully invested with title, and
with p fon, and be fully chargable with

went vigovously to work snd in Sep

the bilities and duties that are con-

¢
1800, the cornef stone of this building wm.;

{atd, Mr. Hoagland himsalt, as ia the custom

ard of the cburch.  Led by {derations
which will be briefly referred to later on, he
formed the purpose of erecting this building
and Lo went to work, as a wise man does, to
form bis plans complete anl perfoct befors
the flret practical step wastaken. Aftercon-
sideration and consultation with friends he
acquired the plot of ground on which the
buildiog stands. He consulted architects;
he employed them to prepare plans and
specifications neceesary to enable bim to
know what amount of expenditure should be
made, for a wise man does not attempt to
build a house until he sits down and counts
the cost.

Having gotten the plans and presented
therm to friends, sometbing further was nec-

1n such cases, constructively laying it

8o the work went on and every one con-
nected with the church watched it with in-
terest, It waa proceeded with asrapidly as
could be done consistent with satisfactory
work, and so we go on until April last, when,
to these three men, working s» vigorously to-
gother, an event oceurred which we now re-
cur to with sadness : Mr, Richards, the older
one of thess trustees, and a warm personal
friend of Mr. Hoagland, was suddenly, in the
midst of his usefulness, called away,

1t seems to mo appropriate that we should
pause bera and spend & silent moment with
bowed heads in token of respect for our de-
poarted frivnd. ([There wes & momeatary

nected therewith,

Mr. Ross, Acting for the Trustees,
Delivers tbhe Deod and Heoys.

Mr, Ross next spoke as follows:

Not very long after Mr, Hoagland com-
mitted to his thres trustees the groat trust of
building this edifice, plans were called for,
accepted, adopted, and the work of the
trustees began alincst immediately. We felt
stroug, Mr. Beach and myself, becanse we
had with us Mr, George Richards; we felt
tuat in choosing him Mr, Hoaglandhad acted
very wisely, and strepgth through him came
to us; and it may well be said that when
sudden death took him away, we were bereft
of a wise councilor and a kind friend, Iwish

1 might tell you ol some of the Interesting

meetings we bad with Mr. Hosgland, how
the thought of this edifice grew and grew in
his miod, bow anxious he was that every
little detail should be fully met; and while,
perhaps, the amount of money that he first
supposed would be ruflicient to cover the cost
grew and grew, never did he complain, but,
on the contrary, accepted the result in kind-
nessand sffection. We had very many en-
jnyable meetings when Mr, Richards was
witlh us, and bave had some sad oves since
his death, but we have steadily progressed,
conseiting Mr. Hoagland every step of the
way, and flnding our reward in his genuine
delight. One of the sad things to-day is that
he is not with us, and yet we ere very grate-
ful that he is convalescent and will soon
return to his home and his accustomed pur-
suits, The only part of these services that
Mr. Hoagland heard to-day wag when the
chimes rang out, sod doubtless his thoughta
very lovingly snd tenderly turned to the
object of bis affection, in whose memory this
beautiful edilice has been erectel, While we
in this church ave listening to the various
speakersand enjoying this beautiful building,
bis heart is here, and he s rejoicing with vs,

Great indeed is this crowning act of Mr,
Hoagland’s life, Many men give large sums
to thelr friends, who, after their death may
erect what they desire, but very few men
will find a monument ke this, and look upon
it tenderly and lovingly in its every detail, as
has Mr. Hoagleud. So we say thls is the
crowning sct of a very ussful and loveable
lite.

We would say to the congregation and
church here represented to-day, that wo sur-
render the 'seys of this church and present
the deed of this church to the officers of the
same, not regretfully, but very lovingly.
The task bas been a delightful one, and 1 am
sure my fellow trustees would say with me
that this is a task that we shall ever remem-
ber ag the most delightful one we have bhad
inour lives,

Dr. Condict, as the President of the Board
of Trustees, and an honored member of the
sesston of this church, I present through you
to this church and congregation, on behalf of
Mr, Hoaglend and his trustees, Hown,
Frederlck H. Beach and Edwin J. Roes, the
keys of this building, the {nsurance pollcies,
and the deed covering the lot upon which it
rests, snd the building itself. And may
God’s blessing rest upon the giftupon the
honored giver and upon the people W
ceive it.

Upon the couclusion of his address
Ross turned to Dr. I. W. Condict and handed
to bim the several instruments named, which
Dr, Condict accepted with these words:

Dr, Condlet Accepts on Behalt of the
Church,

In accepting, in bebalf of the trustees and
the congregation the keys, and the convey-
anceof this property to the congregation of
the First Presbyterian Church of Dover, I
cannot, in sultable language, expresd the
senss of gratitude wath which a8 a member
of the church,and of the executive board
of the church, we receive it. The partislity
of my associates designated me to accept
these. I feel not at all adeuste to express
the proper feeling, yet. perhaps, it wiil not
be amiss for & moment to turn to & retro-
spective view. Golog back sixty-five years
brings us to the vear-1835; at that time
twenty individuals in the town of Dover, or
fu the village of Dover, as it then was,
banded together, and by the act of the Fres-
bytery of Newark were constituted the First
-Presbyterian Church of Dover. They wor-
shipped in the fitst year of thelr existence, in
the 0ld stone academy, a building now occu-
pied as a residence on Dickerson street.
For eight years that waa the place of worship
of the First Presbyterian Church, and the
minfster was a gentleman, who, at thas time,
tabored in the Home Mission of the FPreeby-
terisn- Church, Mr, Wyckoff, He -labored
iere about two years and was then callad
away and fof one year, or less than a yeer,
eloven months, I think, the church was led
by & stated supply, Mr. Kellogg. Theén the
Rev. B. C. Magie became pastor of this
church, and when he was called to another
fleld was succeeded by our present beloved
pastor, So the history of the cliurch, cover-
ing sixty-five years, shows three places of
worship, counting this, and there have been
three pastors and one stated supply, a rather
remarkable history., The first edifice was
built in the early years of the Rev. Mr.
Magie, and when it became too constrained,
it was determined to succeed it by the build-
ing which we have worshipped in sincae 1876,
The old cburch was moved across the strest
and i stands thera to-day. Here are the
three buildings aud what s contrast] The
first one, theschool house, was an upper room
with seats a dating 100 or 150 p 3
then cams the second place, the churceb, still
an improvement on the first, and now this
magnificent building, as the gift of and act
of one noble hearted Christian gentleman,
and in the name of the trustees and in behalf
of the congregation I would expresa our ua-
bounded thanks and our deep senss of obliga-
tion to Mr. Hoagland.

Dedication of the Charch,

Next on the programme was * Dedication,
Rev. W. W. Halloway, D. D.” Dr. Hallo-
way, stepping forward to the reading desk,
sald:

We are here this morning with feelings of
intense gratitude to Almighty God. The
bright hopes of months are fulfilled, and we
are like those who dream., God has been
good to us; He bas done great things for us,
whereof we are glad. I know, too, that I ex-
press only what i3 in every beart aud mind
of this people when I say that we are pro-
foundly grateful to Mr. Hosgland for his
munificent gift. One of God's choicest bless-
ings to a commupily is a man willing to con-
secrate his wealth, We rejoice that He has
given to this community such & man, May
God add to him years of blessing !

Whe also would express our thanks to the
Trustees, Messra, Ross and Beach, not forget-
ting Mr. Ricbards, who until his death toos
such deep interest in the work, May the
Lord repay them for their labor of love, their
unwearying faithfulness, their enthusiastic
painstaking, Tothearchitect, Mr. Botticher,
whose plans wesee fulfilled in this structure
of combined beauty and strengih, we also ex-
tend our thanks, Nor would we omit to
mention the contractors and workmen
who have put such honest work into thess
timbsrs and stones, these windows and furni-
ture, and whoss zeal dessrves our thanks,
And now we proceed to the crowning act in
the history of this church thus far, the dedi-
cation of this First Presbyterlan Memorial
Church to the service of Almighty God. The
congregation will please rise and read re-
sponsively the scriptures found upon the pro-
gramme:

Responsive Reading.

Minister. Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and power and honor and
might be unto our Ged forever and ever,

People. Amen,

Minister. Behold the tabernacle of God
is with men and He shall dwoll with them.

People. And they shall be His poople, and
God Himself shall be with them, and be their
God.

Minuster,
tabernaclet

Lord, who shall sojourn in Thy

Continued on page I8,






