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There was a time, and not so
very long ago. when shopping by
letter was looked upon with ask-
ance, not to say scorn, but to-day
w1th~our corps of expert shoppers
and splendid forwarding facilities
mail trading has taken a forward
step—-in fact so perfect and
prompt is our system that fatigu-
ing journeys are absolutely un-
necessary.and a line by postisas
satisfactory as a personal visit.

‘We solicit this class of patron-
age and assure absolute satisfac-
tion. Every one at a dlstance,
those at mountain, shore or at
home, shouldacquaint themselves
with the merits of New Jersey’s
greatest Mail Order Department.
Use it freely---unhesxtatmgly,
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N Apri), 1902, when thé-late Pope
Leo XIIL was in practically per-
fect health and there was no
probabllity that his brilliantreign

would be 80 soon cut short by the grim
reaper, the pontiff remarked in a seri-
ous, conversation with Father Perosf,
the Italian priest whose musical com-
positions have made him famous the
warld over, that he was convinced that
his successor would be Cardinal Sarto,
the patriarch of Venice.. When the
recent conclave went into session there
seemed little probabllity that Leo's
prophecy would be fulfilled, for Ram-
polla seemed to have an almost com-
manding . lead among the members of
the college of cardinals, with Oreglia,
Gott! and Berafino Yannutelll ag strong
possibilities. Besides these, there were
severnl others who were thought to be
ltkely candidates in case the rivalry
among, tlie leaders should become so
inten:se as to make the election of any
one of them impossible. But Sario’s
name was gcarcely mentioned  except
among the moat reverent who remem-
bered the prediction of Pope Leg and
those who were mindful of the popu-
larity in the Catholic church of Cardi-
nal Sarto, which by many was regard-

that of Leo himself. Cardinal Sarto,
now Pope Plus X, evidently did not
serlously consider himself a8 one of the
papabilt, for the evening before his
election he declared, in speaking to a
friend who had suggested that he
might be the next pope, that when he
started for Rome from Venice he had

ed as belng second not even d

nature, beloved by many millions of
peoplel It 18 certain that no prelate
would have a more enthusiastic sanc-
tion from the laity.

Pope Plus X. is sixty-elght years
old. He was born at Rlese, in the prov-
ince of Venice, and was educated In
the Balesian institute at Cottolengo,
founded by the {amous Dom Bosco. He
wag always of a serlous turn of mind
and when a young man his rector said
to him that he bad - “mever’ been a
chfld,”

Cardina)/8arto was not "dlacovered"
until he had reached middle age. He
was_a parish priest in the province of
Venice for the most of his years and
finally became a bishop. His high ex-
ecutive qualities and unexcelled learn-
ing became known soon after his ele-
vation and were recognized by the au-
thoritles of -the church. It was mnot
until 1803 thatyhe was created a cardi-
nal, at which time he was also named
-a8 patrlarch of Venice. Thus the
modest but nble parish priest became
the head of the province in which he
had served so many years in a lowly
position; His selection was made by
the consistory of 1888, which was com-
pelled to sue the throne for the privi-
Iege -of instaling him as patriarch of
Venice, In return for this concession,
which was made t(hrough Premier
Crigpl, the church appointéd an ecclest-
asttcal - viear apostolie in northeast

Africa to assist the premier in his pet
scheme of extending the African colo-
nien.

Cardinal Sarto had not been in office

bought a return ticket. But the unex-
pected has happened,. and Leo’s pre-
diction has- been " fulfilled—Cardinal
Sarto 18 Pope Pius X., and the Roman
Catholic church i3 satisfied that the
progress made during the reign of
Leo XIII 18 to be continued and per-
haps amplified under the adminlstm-
tion of the present pontff.

‘Pope Leo's prediction was considered
remarkable by reason of the fact that
because 'of Sarto’s position with refer-
-ence to a modus vivend! between the
church ahd the state he seemed to be
on that importnnt point directly op-
posed to Led, For lnstnnce, Cardinal
Barto publicly announced his joy when
there were - strong. probabilities of a
union between church and state, and
his nccesslon to the pontificate has long
been regatded in certnin quarters as
the solution of. thd Roman_problem so
long unsolved nud_ go long a cause of
dissension oyer all Italy, to say nothing
ot ita bearing upon the attitude of oth-
er Oatholle countrles. Cardinal Sarto
18 noted for his prudence, having never
meddled with politics, and for extreme
independence. He is also a patron of
the arts, and launched Father Lorenzo

* The cardinal is recognized a8 one of
the most learned men in the church,
He 18 a stickler for the exact truth as
between the church and the people, and
won’ much renown some years ago by
‘Gestroylng certain relics of 'doubttul
authentielty, He brings to his high
‘office a churacter of most attractive
modesty, unusual energy in the direc-
tHon of matters large and small, the
tnlents of a fine administrative officer
and the first qualities of an organlzer.
In addition to his abllities and his un-
doubted Christian character, the car-
dlnnl ls. h-om the sweetness of his

. : - POPE PIUS. X, FORMERLY CARDINAL

Perosal, the celebrated priest-composer.;

-

‘more thnn a year béfore be publicly de-
clared for a union between church and
state, speaking in no uncertain way.
His utterances created a great sensa-
tion, and it was felt that he might have
offended the holy father by the fervor
of his words. - Apparently he received
the sllent approbation of the pope, in
whose estimation he ever held a firm
place.,

It was sald at the time that Cardinal
Sarto made his public announcement
that the Austrian and Prussian ambas-
sadors at the Vatlcan were endeavor-
ing to induce the papal authorities to
agree to n modus vivendl. Hmperor
Francis Joseph ‘is reported to have’,
written several letters to the pope with
this end in view, and Bmperor Willlam
of Germany in saild to have been equal-
ly anxious to bring about an under-
standing between the Vatican nnd the
Italian government. '

For more than three decades a gult
has yawned between the rival palaces
of king and pope, a gvlf material and
political. For- thirty-five years—since
the Itallans battered down the masslyve
walls nenr the old Porta Pla—earnest
men nnd noble women of all partles
have been dreaming and hoping that
the mighty breach bet{een victors and
vanquished might in some way be
closed.

It was said of Pope Leo that in 1878,
when he had just succeeded@ Pope Plus
IX,, he longed for some amicable ar-
rangement with the Itallans, but 1t
he did reasons of state outweighed his
private wish, He was silent, and thus
pledged himself to the no compromnise
party.

-1t 13 strange that while Sarto was
never serlously considered by the pub-
lic at lurge or by the ordlnury press
correspondents @s a papal probublllts,

his avaliability was commented npon
by the really thoughtful writers more
rrequently than that of any other car-
dinal. As an example, o special cor-
respondent. of a prowninent American
dally last April wrote as follows to his
paper concerning Cardinal Barto qnd
the puapacy:

“It {8 Cardinal Guiseppe Sarto, the
patriarch of Venice, the friend and
patron of- Abbe Perosi, the composer,
who is at the present moment regard-

| ed not only throughout Italy, but lke--

wise In the principal eapitals of Bu- : .
rope, as destined-to become the nektn o
pope. So little hug been heard of hmih
until now in connection‘with the pnpﬂ i
guccession that he may be regarded in
the liglit of a dark horse in the race,
which is perhaps due to the fact that
he rarely gocs to Rome, that he has
never been a resident of the Eternal
City, and that from the time of his be-
ing appointed vicar general of the dio-
cese of '[reviso until now he has held

stendily aloof from all the projects of

the curia.
“The vast mdjorlty of the Itallan car-.
dinals, and especially those who, forin-
ing part of the curia, are established
in the Eternal City, have won thefr
promotion to the sacred college aa
members of the diplomatic service of
the papacy rather than as priests. And
when a prelate has spent the greater
portion of his life in dlplamacy, and
has found it the stepping stone to high
honors, it naturally leaves him at the
close ‘'of his career as representative of
the Vatican abroad, with a greater:

SARTO.

1

leaning toward statecraft than toward
the administrative and doctrinal duties
of his ce at Rome.
declare that it is imperative that the
next pontiff should be a prelate who
would devote his entire energles to re-
forms of an administrative and eco-
nomic character, and lkewise to the
more . rigid enforcement of the Qoc-
trines and discipline of the church.

“Cardinal Sarto, the patriarch of Ven-
ice, 18 the man of all others who fills
these requirements. He is probably,
the most able adminstrator of the Ital-
fan episcopacy, combines firmness and;
determination with abundant tact and
common sense, and has managed to In-
stitate a number of very practical re-'
forms in his archdlocese of Venice
without giving offense elther to the cler-
gy or to the laity. He avolds all news-
paper notorlety. Indeed, his name I8
rarely mentioned in the press. He hag
always understood how to maintain,
an agreenble yet dignified modus vl-
vendl with the Italinn authorities,’
from whom he derives. his stipend, and®
has shown his enlightenment by the
vigorous cnmpaign which he has car-
rled on against the veneration of relics
of questionable authenticity. He 18 on
friendly terms with the members of
the reigning house of Italy, during the
late relgn took part with King Hum-
bert and Queen Margherita in the
launching of a man-of-war at Ven-
fce, a8 well as In other stato
ceremontes at which -they were:
present, and would certainly be a..
most agreeable choice ns pope to
the present ruler of Italy. He is just
sixty-elght years old, which will be in
his favor In the eyes of the conclave,’
since, ag a general rule, that number of
years constitutes a guarantee that the

pontlﬂcnte wlll not be of undue iength."
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