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CHRISTMAS

1y Harold P. Jackson

. of Hunkers Indemnitly Insur.
ance Co., of Newark, N. J.
hristmut 18 here, and all over the
tiun world we are sbout to
prate the chief festival of the
dur year.

phody  knows anything definite
bt the origin of this festival, who
celehrated i, when, where or

{ore the birth of Christ in pagan
pe andd Crecce and the days of
Teutonie barbarians and the re-
¢ timen of Eeyplan civilization,
perlui of the winter solstice was
gy e pertod af refoleing and
we. AL December  22nd, the
tent duy of the year, passed by
oo yenlizedd thut dreary winter
L now decline  toward  spring
wl s hounty- - hence ther uni-
wl Joy. In anclent Jeome this feg-
| was known as the Boetnrnelio
wan exiremely pagan du ity ob-
punce. Men wnd women donned
garh of the opposite sex, mosks
e worn atd wild orgles prevadled,
i recorded thet shout 337 A, D,
fnt Cyri), ab Uhe yeumest of Pope
Bus, mnde strict ingqulvy and re-
ol December 26th to o he  the
o date of Chirksts bivth, and the
be then entabbivhed Chrlel's Moss
o chureh festival In celebration of
Brth of Chrisl,  In ko dolng ho
thed the festivel of the Roman
umalln by atbnebing an exalting
glors shenifanee to the event,
odiy, the world over, the fertival
Christrons contadns elements of
old time estoms modiied and
o, There is fervor In chureh
fee without fanablelsm, o great
flulity and remembrance of the
r withal semi-reliptour, semi-fes-
b pidtien.
Bere I Amerlen we find customs
wplanted chiefly from the Bu-
o countrlen which contrihuted |
piit cotnopolitan eltfzenship, From i
muny comen the enstom of the |
bintinas tree and the fendency o
gy Christmng noctally  with |
re reference to the children und
bughit for the family circle. 'The
Beinints from Amsterdam brought,
b idea of Hunte Claus-Ahe Christ
W, The storking ddew s the
bixition of Belglum and France,
it Merrle Christmus, the Christ-
s dinner wnd $he carols we Juherit
W our Boglish ancestors. Being
reative people we are now yemly
i to all thene things, the hoau-
1 ont door Hehting effecty we see
about s, 9 )
bome countries hnve customs at
flnas thet we do nol obkerve,
Hweden all the houses are serub-
it ind renovated, and o sheaf of
n s ted 1o n pole for the bird's
risimas dinner. :
n laly the churches are largely
ended and the religlous feature s
phualzed. 'Thero, instend of the
king or tree, there s an urn
m which the ehildren draw slips
pwper, some of which ure blanks
wome entitle them to prizes,
Pern there 15 much gadety and
entrical representations  of  the
tlvity with the swme characters
n (he world over,
n Heundinevin there s the Yule
Iee, o cuntom which provided for
p tending to show the Chrlst spirit,
. with Iin there was no preju.
ge--ho roclal tradition,
Bihe word Yule s suppused  to
@ fron corly times and refers
i lie fentival of tho Sun, "Moel”
e Foneh word of Chudstmas 6 o
itudiction of the French “Nouvel-

@ apsluted  “tidings”  thet s,
Soninen; of the gonpel.”
Chrh;!,mmx Day appeurs  signifl-

iy In hirtory. 10 wan at King
0% Chrlstmns Fostival in 1214
ot the feudal lords made the de-
A it resulted n the Magna
fnrte from whence sprang  many
o elvil rights, On December 26,
46, King Alfred, while holding reve
3y, nllowed the Danes to surprise
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We wish our advertisers and readers

A Yery Merry Christmas
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i wid cut his army to pleces.
bt Hood 1 'sedd to have died on
tilngn night,
Wintover views men hold respect-
Chriit, they nll sgreo that His
fvent, If 1o ba hafled with joy, and
g neurer the forms of festivity hive
(§roximated s tenchings, the
"'{"'I s been tho joy of thotse who
Vo Liken part in the celobration.
crcrorn, It 19 o time for charity
& givig, for  yomemboring  the
BOr and the shut-ing and the lttle
| Illdrcn. It iy tht soagon of wood
I'nnd peace emphasizing  man-
,dn common brothorhood.
rhcru In a specinl stgnificance in
himay thin year, for, ns stated
@OV-In ftn carlost beginning it
™ 0 perlod of rejolcing by the
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o that, could and drery winter
18 declining and they look forward
Ding bringlng its richnens of
& topn and the warmth of the
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By Brizaskrit CLARKE Haroy, in Wisconsin Agriculturist

@H, Christmas Bells that sweetly chime, Oh, radiant spirit of the da
And Christmas lights that gleam and glow
Oh, silent stars that softly shine
Across the world of frost and snow.

Ye fill the world with joy and light,

It fills the world with hope
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he Christmas Message

Thy message thrills the whole world o'cr,

From zone to zone, from shore to shore,
"Tis meant for cvery human hear,
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ANIMALS AT CHRISTMAS

8t. Prancis of Assissi, beloved by
“all the beasts and birds” once made
A wish that oxen mnd cattle could
have extra rations of corn and hav
at Christimas time. ’
The good saint's wish came true {n
Burope and on Christmas Eve the
peasants share their Christmas feast,
no mutter how simple, with their
animals, In Bweden. the cattle are
given the best that the house has,
R8 well @8 & taste of cverything their
masters have had to ent.

In Bilesis, on Christmas Eve, all
the beasts are given wheat. The
horses are given the begl hay. In
QGermany, corn it pul on thie roof for
the birds, and in Hunpury the last
sheaf thel {6 harvested is kept and
given Lo the wild birds on New
Year's morning.

Up untfl the ninefeenth century.
even England joine¢ In remembering
Him by feeding those who gave thelr
stable home for His birthplace. Cattle
and oxen were glven extra feedings
on the eve of Chrlstines, poultry re-
cefved extra corn because, as  the
Englishman suld, “All ereation should
rejolve on Christmas, and how else
can # dumb animal rejoice except by
being fed and housed eonfortubly?”

— i .
A MAN'S RELIGION

There {s nothing effeminate about
the Chrstian religlon,  One must be
every fnch & man to follow Christ.
It was o man's job to tackle the
Beribe und the Phavisee, {o tuke the
part of the poor and (he oulcast, to
set aside tradition and superstition,
to brave the wrathi of a Jewlsh priest-
hood amd a Romun State. None but
a hero with the consclousness'of ap-
proval ¢! God could withstand the
persecution amd abuse  that  were
heaped upon Him. None bul He
could viury that cross up the rugged
path of Calvary. Following Him were
men  lke Maotthew, Peler, James
Paul and the rest who went to their
death In defense of their faith in
Him. There was ane weak man, He:
forsook Christ and betrflyed Him.
We sull have the weak brother with
us, We need not go back to Judea
wnd Judas to find him; nor do we
have to 1o back to Paul and Pales-
tine to Md the strong. There are
men today whom wheel and wrack,
and fagot, and torch and arenn, and
cross would not afright; men who
stand four square to every wind that
biows; men who have a right to weay
the name, “Christlan.”
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BROAD SYMPA

I knew o woman, who in the days
before the Eighteenth Amendment,
sympathized 50 deeply with the wives
of poor drunkards that she had noth-
ing but hatred in her heart for the
saloon keeper. Thus her sympathies
were narrowed and her sense of jus-
tice and mercy dwatfed, and much
of the sweetness of her nature de-
stroyed. She had pity and patience
and mercy for the murderer in his
cell, but none for the bartender, who
may have needed nothing by the
sympathy and guldance of good men
and women to lead him into o better
business. She made hersel!  one-
sided, simply becouse she failed to
recognize 1Vt the drunkard's wife
and the salon keeper's wife were
children of the same Father and that
she was the sister of both. Let us re-
member that Chrlst died for the un-
godly and sinful. His sympathles
were as brond as humanity, Because
you hate sin s no reason for the
hatred you feel toward the sinner.
God will deal so with you.
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YOUTHFUL SPIRIT

A man is as young as his spirit.
This is mercly another way of saying
that & man is &8 young or as old as
he feels. We all know men who i
the matter of yenrs are in the prime
of Mfe, but whose step has lost ts
spring, whose manner and bearing
bears the stamp of age and who are
in truth old men, On the other hand
we know men well past the middle
age of lfe, who are enthusiastic.
buoyant, youthful and whose whole
being radiates youthfutness. The one
has let po. The other is fighting a
militant, dominant game of life. The
tragic part of It is that no maonr
physieally well need lel down if he
will but keep his heart and spirik
young. And it.is doubly tragic be-
cause keeping the heart and spirit
young 1s o matter of mind and soul
and not of brawn nd muscle and
red corupscles,
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THE CAT

A cat is one of the greatest moth-
ers In creation. It 1s one of the most
helpless of all dumb animals, It I
one of the most grateful animals.
All it asks in life is food, shelter and
kindness, All these things can be
easlly nccorded. It is not on carth
of ity own accord, It must play some
part in the Dhvine plan. So why not
rescue o cab when {4 is In trouble?
Why not feed it when l hungers?
Why not give it water when it thirsts,
Why not be kind to 1t when it does
nhot intentionally annoy? The pre-
Judiee ngainst cats, the antipathy to
cats, rests upon ignorance.  Every
lover of cats, and there are many of
them, knows thut they are among the
most attractive animals  God  has
placed on earth. Yo wre merely
carrying out » part of the Divine
plan when you are kind to u cat.
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However the average human belng

does the fool things most of the time

2" Oulded by past  oxperdence, : . o
@ nd confidenco thut the com- What message do you bring tonight? And none need stand alone, apart, .
ﬂlml"{m" would provide for them. ;
Bht now wo meed the felth and f
oo , . T . . s
- v?tf ,ﬁi‘rxoﬁ‘&?ﬁ’ n‘b’é“hi"&'{'é m;f?cxg? Oh, Christmas trees with twinkling lights, T'he peace, good will and Christmas cheer,
i ﬁc’i(ulllll‘;’yoit o l”[ol"'ﬁ’””tb% i And shining branches bending low The shining lights, the magic tree,
i oy Indieated that industrie . . The | ; N P
gm;rlm’moveu in cyclas, boom Iike! § 1 With gifts that gladden all our hearts, The joy that thrills the Christian heart
Ruon (, i)(ﬂ)lfmgffxﬁi*(lnn\gltgom))’n?f‘f And thoughts of loving kindness show, For all the world is full and free, !
nfl‘:,,tgl"‘l"“'“" Umen, Y bear the fruits of pure delight, The Christmas message from above ?
iditmng wo should rentlrm : H m N O 36 Tove e doon
th, liky the mon of old, thut What message do you bring tonight? Fo all the world is love, 1s love, N
oy UKDty Power guiden our dco- ‘ A
B (I)lf”{{lhll' an ll of g, In the [} {f
B, oy :;‘l‘.}(lv %‘“};‘3&},‘(‘,{;;“"{32; o nsen BB B DTN NI IMINNININN qumwr“ P IHBHBDN BN ; “W .
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and occasionally something sensible.






